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Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

14 October 2014

Progress in the construction of additional office facilities at the Economic
Commission for Africa in Addis Ababa, proposals for the renovation of

conference facilities including Africa Hall, and revised estimates relating to the
programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015 under section 18, Economic and
social development in Africa, section 33, Construction, alteration, improvement

and major maintenance, and section 34, Safety and security

(ACABQ report A/69/415)
(Related report of the Secretary-General: A/69/359)

Mr Chairman,

The Advisory Committee welcomes the substantial completion of the construction of
the new office facility and full occupancy of the premises by August 2014. It recommends
that the General Assembly request the Secretary-General to ensure that the remaining
ancillary works are fully completed within the planned timeframe of June 2015. In view of
existing capacity, the Advisory Committee also recommends that the General Assembly
approve establishment of 14 of the 18 additional Security Officer posts proposed to handle
the increased workload resulting from the addition of this facility to the ECA complex.

With regard to the project for the renovation of the Africa Hall Building, the Advisory
Committee notes the progress made towards the completion of stages 1 and 2 for the
development of the concept and design. It is recommending that the General Assembly
authorize the Secretary-General to proceed to stage 3, and approve the additional resources
proposed for the development of the detailed design and tender documentation.

In its report, the Advisory Committee makes a number of observations and
recommendations to be taken into account in the next stages of the renovation project,
including on lessons learned, project management, governance and oversight issues. It also
recommends that the General Assembly request the Secretary-to provide in his next progress
report detailed cost estimates for each phase of the project, with a breakdown of all
construction related and associated costs. The Advisory Committee further recommends that
the estimates for cost escalation and contingency for the renovation project should be
estimated and managed in accordance with its previous recommendations on construction
projects, that were endorsed by the General Assembly (see A/68/585 and A/65/808; General
Assembly resolutions 68/247 and 68/247B).

The recommendations of the Advisory Committee would result in an additional
appropriation of $2,610,000 to be charged against the contingency fund for the biennium
2014-2015.

Thank you, Mr Chairman


